A comparative evaluation of drug combinations used in the treatment of pulmonary tuberculosis.
A retrospective analysis was undertaken of the hospital records of 185 patients admitted for the first time for treatment of pulmonary tuberculosis. The time to sputum conversion was used to evaluate the efficacy of short-course antituberculosis therapy and to determine the effect of including rifampicin (RMP) in various chemotherapeutic combinations. RMP per se was not found to be a significant variable in the drug combinations studied. The combination of RMP and pyrazinamide, however, showed greater efficacy in achieving earlier sputum conversion. The therapeutic advantage of using these two drugs in combination should be more readily appreciated.